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April 29, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
 
I would like to sincerely Thank You for your support for our Energy Industry and your leadership during the 
current pandemic and economic crises.  The Gulf of Mexico plays an integral role in producing the energy to 
fuel America.  In Louisiana, our communities are the epicenter for servicing the offshore oil and gas industry.  
Port Fourchon and its tenants are a key service and supply base for 100 percent of the Deepwater activity in the 
entire U.S. Gulf of Mexico, the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP), and a large amount of Shallow Water 
exploration and production activities. 
 
Port Fourchon and the South Lafourche Airport are home to numerous businesses of all sizes, but mainly small 
and medium-sized companies.  Since the decline in the price of oil and gas, our local businesses have had to 
make drastic cutting measures, such as furloughs and layoffs, in hopes to remain in business. 
 
With this, I respectfully ask, on behalf of the Elected Board of Commissioners of the Greater Lafourche Port 
Commission, our Tenants Companies, Port Users, and our community, your urgent attention to our offshore oil 
and gas industry.  The need to take action is immediate in order to ensure the survival our business community 
and our economy.  If drastic action is not taken immediately to turn around our offshore industry, our coastal 
communities will suffer greatly for the long term.  Understand that many of the oil and gas operators that we 
work with invest in drilling and production programs around the world.  I fear that if we do not adequately and 
quickly work with the industry, we will be at a competitive disadvantage for capital investment once demand 
for energy increases to normal levels. This would have a detrimental impact on our energy and national security 
as we move forward. 
 



 

 

I support the following actions that have been put forth by numerous other entities that we believe would go a 
long way in supporting the oil and gas industry: 
 

1. Immediately suspending, reducing, or deferring royalty rates for all producers in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
2. Grant a 3-year extension of the primary lease term of non-producing federal oil and gas leases in the 

Gulf of Mexico to any company requesting one on an expedited or even automatic basis, and grant 
or extend Suspensions of Operations (SOO) and Suspension of Production (SOP), to the fullest 
length allowed by law on federal oil and gas leases, or leases determined capable of producing that 
have been properly maintained in full force and effect by lessees under applicable regulations. 

 
 

3. Grant an extension of time for the management of Asset Retirement Obligations to offshore 
operators. 
 

4. Consider appropriate mechanisms to ensure critical inactive infrastructure is protected in the event 
production is shut in due to global crude oil oversupply resulting in production shut-in. 

 
Producing American energy is the life blood of our economy here.  Taking immediate action is critical to 
community in both the short and long term. 
 
Additionally, large scale infrastructure investments in roads, bridges, ports, and waterways will be essential to 
bring our economy back to life and allow us to better compete on the world scale for robust private capital 
investment in the United States. 
 
Thank you for all your efforts in this trying time and look forward to your continued leadership. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
                        
 
Chett C. Chiasson, MPA 
Executive Director 
        
 
 


