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April	6,	2020	 	 	 	 	
	
The	Honorable	Donald	J.	Trump	
President	
The	White	House	
1600	Pennsylvania	Ave.,	NW	
Washington,	DC	20500	
	
Dear	Mr.	President:	
	
The	 Gulf	 Economic	 Survival	 Team	 (GEST)	 is	 a	 Louisiana-based	 grassroots	 advocacy	
organization	that	promotes	the	significance	of	Gulf	coast	energy	to	the	U.S.	economy,	small	
service	 companies,	 and	middle-class	 Americans	 throughout	 our	 great	 nation.	 	 GEST	was	
founded	 in	 2010	 after	 the	 Obama	 Administration	 imposed	 a	 deepwater	 drilling	
moratorium	in	 the	Gulf	of	Mexico	and	our	 focus	was	 to	get	our	offshore	 industry	back	 to	
work.	 	 We	 greatly	 appreciate	 all	 you	 are	 doing	 in	 support	 of	 the	 American	 energy	
dominance,	our	oil	and	gas	industry	and	our	energy	workers.		
	
Today,	I	am	writing	to	ask	for	your	assistance	to	once	again	help	us	get	back	to	work	in	the	
Gulf	of	Mexico.		Due	to	the	current	crises	of	low	oil	prices,	oil	price	wars	and	COVID-19,	our	
American	energy	industry	needs	your	immediate	attention	and	action.		South	Louisiana	is	
the	epicenter	for	servicing	the	offshore	oil	and	gas	industry	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	We	often	
say,	 what	 happens	 offshore	 matters	 onshore	 because	 of	 the	 significance	 that	 offshore	
operations	 have	 across	 our	 local	 economies	 and	 to	 our	 small	 businesses,	 such	 as	
fabrication,	welding,	 catering,	 shipbuilding	businesses,	 and	 trickling	down	 to	many	other	
small	family-owned	businesses.			
	
Our	 American	 energy	workers	 and	 the	 small	 businesses	 that	 produce	 the	 energy	 to	 fuel	
America	are	suffering	greatly.	Now	more	than	ever,	we	need	your	assistance	to	once	again	
get	back	to	work	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	
	
GEST	supports	the	actions	put	forth	by	the	Louisiana	Mid-Continent	Oil	and	Gas	Association	
(LMOGA)	in	their	letter	dated	April	2,	2020,	which	includes:	

1. Immediately	 suspending	 or	 reducing	 royalty	 rates	 for	 all	 producers	 in	 the	Gulf	 of	
Mexico.	

2. Grant	a	3-year	extension	of	the	primary	lease	term	of	non-producing	federal	oil	and	
gas	leases	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico	to	any	company	requesting	one	on	an	expedited	or	
even	 automatic	 basis,	 and	 grant	 or	 extend	 Suspensions of Operations (SOO) and 
Suspensions of Production (SOP), to the fullest length allowed by law on federal oil and 
gas producing leases, or leases determined capable of producing, that have been properly 
maintained in full force and effect by lessees under applicable regulations. 	

3. Grant	an	extension	of	time	for	the	management	of	Asset	Retirement	Obligations	to	
offshore	operators.	
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4. Consider	 appropriate	 mechanisms	 to	 ensure	 critical	 inactive	 infrastructure	 is	

protected	in	the	event	production	is	shut	in	due	to	global	crude	oil	oversupply.	
	
Along	with	our	letter,	I	am	also	including	letters	from	Terrebonne	Parish	President	Gordon	
Dove	and	Lafourche	Parish	President	Archie	Chaisson	in	further	support	of	these	offshore	
oil	and	gas	economic	initiatives.		
	
Producing	American	energy	 is	 the	heartbeat	of	Louisiana’s	 local	communities	 like	Golden	
Meadow,	Houma,	Morgan	City	and	Lafayette.	Today	we	need	immediate	action	to	revitalize	
our	industry	and	ensure	the	survival	of	many	small	businesses.	If	you	have	any	questions	
or	need	additional	information,	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	985.209.7932.	
	
Sincerely,	

	
	
	
	

Lori	LeBlanc	
Executive	Director	
Gulf	Economic	Survival	Team	
	
	
cc: The Honorable Mike Pence, Vice President of the United States 
 The Honorable David Bernhardt, Secretary of Interior 
 The Honorable Dan Brouillette, Secretary of Energy 
 The Honorable Kate MacGregor, Deputy Secretary of Interior 
 The Honorable Bill Cassidy, U.S. Senator 
 The Honorable John Kennedy, U.S. Senator 
 The Honorable Steve Scalise, U.S. Representative 
 The Honorable Cedric Richmond, U.S. Representative 
 The Honorable Ralph Abraham, U.S. Representative 
 The Honorable Garret Graves, U.S. Representative 
 The Honorable Mike Johnson, U.S. Representative 
 The Honorable Clay Higgins, U.S. Representative 
	
	

	


